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PITTSBURGH GLASS CENTER GETS GREENER WITH NEW EXHIBITION
OPENING MARCH 5

"From the Earth to the Fire and Back" Features the Work of 28 Local Artists

PITTSBURGH, PA b February 25, 2010 b Using their hands and three basic
elements - sand, soda and flux - 28 local artists create, advocate and comment on the
current state of the earth in Pittsburgh Glass Center's (PGC) newest juried exhibition,
"From the Earth to the Fire and Back." The exhibition coincides with Pittsburgh's
designation as the North American host city for the United Nations World Environment
Day and will be on view through June 13, 2010. A free reception that is open to the
public will be held on Friday, March 5 from 6 to 9pm.

Twenty-eight local artists are represented in the exhibition including four high
school students: Hunter Blackwell (Pittsburgh Creative and Performing Arts High School
senior), Sean Broderick (Pittsburgh Allderdice High School senior), Chris Clarke,
Theresa Cress, Daviea Davis, Brian Engel, Melissa Fitzgerald, Jason Forck, Gayle
Forman (Pittsburgh Creative and Performing Arts High School senior), Everett Hirche,
Chris Hofmann, Leslie Kaplan, Adam Kenney, Ed King, Samantha Laffey, Joe Lappa,
Zachary Layhew (Fox Chapel Area High School senior), Dan LeDonne, Michael
Mangiafico, Heather McElwee, Ashley McFarland, Kathleen Mulcahy, Carley Jean
Parrish, Jeff Phelps, Elizabeth Potenza, Heather Joy Puskarich, Jessica Rutherford and
Rebecca Smith.

"There were two main reasons we chose to present this exhibition. First, over
7,000 people have taken classes here since we've opened in 2001. There is a growing
community of amazing glass artists right here in Pittsburgh and we wanted to showcase
their talent. Second, it seemed appropriate to finally have a green exhibition since PGC
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is one of the leaders in the field of green glass technology and a green building. Plus
the timing was right with Pittsburgh's selection as the host city for World Environment
Day," said PGC Assistant Director Heather McElwee.

A jury selected the artists based on their proposals for glass artwork that
expressed an environmental concept or used environmentally friendly materials and
processes. The glass artwork featured in the exhibition ranges from handmade blown
vessels and flameworked jewelry to cut, polished and assembled recycled glass. A few

examples include:

"Special Vulnerability” (blown glass and wood) by Adam Kenney

Kenney presents a series of blown glass forms resembling fragments of melting
ice. The puddles underneath each fragment reference those tiny islands most
threatened by rising ocean levels.

"In researching subjects for this exhibition, | discovered a group of tiny islands
threatened by rising ocean levels. The UN designated that these locations (nations,
cultures, peoples, etc.) suffer from a 'special vulnerability’ to climate change. The two
islands represented in the sculpture are in especially imminent danger. Yet, their lack of
geopolitical clout makes their disappearance all but inevitable. So as developed nations
debate acceptable levels of climate change, a catastrophe will slowly unfold before us.

My fascination with this injustice informs this latest work," said Kenney.

"Preying Mantis" (flame worked glass) by Michael Mangiafico

"Walking my dog Hazel through the forested trails of Boyce Park, | came across
a preying mantis, stoic and glaring. It was a motionless challenge for us to leave it be. |
admired the alien morphology of this magnificent insect. The creature looked to be
sculpted completely of plant material,” said Mangiafico about his fragile flame worked

sculpture of a preying mantis.

"Flora-cycle" and "Hydrocycle" (flame worked glass plus recycled bottles and
other found materials) by Leslie Kaplan

Leslie Kaplan's necklaces incorporate a combination of recycled materials and
floral flame worked disc beads. Working with recycled materials for the first time, she
combines found brass, rubber and steel rings with floral flame worked disc beads made



from old bottles. All components are layered and woven together with recycled wire.

A horticulturist and master gardener, Kaplan is as passionate about the
environment as she is about her art. "Water is essential for all living systems. Clean
water is of utmost importance. Unwise human actions can lead to droughts, floods and
poisoning and over-salinity of the world's water," she said.

A Green Glass Center

Pittsburgh Glass Center is a worldwide leader for green glass studios. Not only is
the facility a LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Gold certified
building, but it also uses cutting-edge equipment and technology that is setting the
standard for the industry in energy efficiency.

From a design perspective, PGC is a recycled building that was once occupied
by a Studebaker dealership in the 1920s. It was rehabilitated to increase daylight and
natural ventilation, two important elements for a glass studio that were nonexistent in
glass studios of the 1920s. The building includes a range of salvaged materials such as
garage doors, glass paneling and exposed brick in addition to corrugated siding that
was once part of Slippery Rock University's field house. One of the most distinctive
features for the facility is the heat recovery from the furnaces. Cutting-edge technology
is constantly being updated and deployed at PGC to decrease, recapture and recycle
the heat losses from the glassmaking equipment to heat the building and make the

Center more energy-efficient.

About Pittsburgh Glass Center
Pittsburgh Glass Center is a nonprofit, public access glass studio and gallery
dedicated to teaching, creating and promoting glass art. A growing arts organization in
the region that will celebrate its 10-year anniversary in 2011, PGC continues to bring
new life to Pittsburgh's glass art legacy. Learn more about the Pittsburgh Glass Center
by visiting our Web site at www.pittsburghglasscenter.org or by calling 412-365-2145.
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