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DESIGN THE PERFECT MARTINI GLASS 
Pittsburgh Glass Center, Boyd & Blair Potato Vodka & Pittsburgh Magazine Launch Martini 

Glass Design Competition 
 
 PITTSBURGH, PA – June 7, 2010 – If you want to serve a chilled cocktail and keep 

it cold during conversation, does the iconic martini glass design make sense? Pittsburgh 

Glass Center (PGC), Boyd & Blair Potato Vodka and “Pittsburgh Magazine” are launching a 

competition to find the answer to this question. Artists, designers, engineers and martini 

lovers (age 21 and over), are asked to submit ideas for a new martini glass design by July 

31, 2010.  Three finalists will be selected in August and the winner will be announced at 

Pittsburgh Glass Center's Art on Fire 10 Celebration & Auction on October 15, the kickoff 

for PGC’s 10th birthday celebration. 

 “We’re looking for an ideal blend of form and function, a glass to serve a chilled 

martini that will still be cold on the last sip,” said Prentiss Orr, co-founder of Boyd & Blair 

Potato Vodka. 

 

Martini Glass Design Competition Details 

 The competition is open to all visual artists, industrial designers, sculptors, 

glassmakers, thermal dynamics engineers, CAD artists, and anyone interested in keeping a 

martini chilled and beautiful. Anyone, age 21 and older, can submit a design by July 31, 

2010.  No glass experience is required.  
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 “The great thing about the competition is that it’s open to anyone. You don’t have to 

be a glass artist; however, there has been quite a bit of interest from the glass artists. Any 

finalist that doesn’t have glass experience will be paired with one of the artists at Pittsburgh 

Glass Center to create their design in glass,” said Heather McElwee, Pittsburgh Glass 

Center assistant director. 

 Artists, designers and/or engineers may collaborate in teams or work individually.  

Each team or contestant may submit no more than three designs that are primarily made of 

glass. Each design must be submitted on a wall-mountable board, cardstock or sturdy 

paper having dimensions of 11” x 17” with the entry form that can be downloaded from the 

Pittsburgh Glass Center web site at www.pittsburghglasscenter.org. 

 All designs must be submitted to the Pittsburgh Glass Center and received in their 

offices at 5472 Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15206 by 4:00 p.m. on July 31, 2010.  

 Three finalists will be selected in August and asked to produce the designs in glass. 

All costs for studio time (up to 10 hours), raw materials (if glass) and assistance to create 

the design will be provided by PGC. If the designer has no glass experience, PGC will pair 

that individual with a glass artist to produce the glass.  

 The final designs will be tested and judged. All submissions will be featured and the 

winner will be announced at PGC’s annual fundraiser and 10th birthday kickoff – Art on Fire 

10 Celebration and Auction on October 15 at American Eagle Outfitters Corporate 

headquarters.  

 “Pittsburgh Glass Center has been open for almost 10 years now! Art on Fire 10 in 

October will be our tenth fundraiser. We thought this competition would be a fun and 

exciting way to kickoff our yearlong celebration,” said McElwee. 

 All competition details can be found at www.pittsburghglasscenter.org. 
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All Three Finalists Win Prizes 

First Prize 
• $1,000 
• Glass featured in “Pittsburgh Magazine” December 2010 issue 
• A private tour of the Boyd & Blair Potato Vodka distillery, including a tasting for up to  

12 guests 
• Marketing assistance if the winner chooses to produce the glass and sell it regionally 
• 4 tickets to the Art on Fire 10 Celebration & Auction on October 15 

 
Second Place 

• A weekend for four (two rooms) at Seven Springs Resort (some restrictions may apply) 
• One round of Boyd & Blair martinis at Casbah, Cioppino’s, Blue, or other bar of choice 
• PGC glass class (valued at $550) 
• 4 tickets to the Art on Fire 10 Celebration & Auction on October 15 
•  

Third Place 
• Dinner for four at Lidia’s Restaurant in the Strip (drinks, and gratuities not included) 
• PGC glass class (valued at $250) 
• 4 tickets to the Art on Fire 10 Celebration & Auction on October 15 
• A bottle of Boyd & Blair Potato Vodka 
  

About Pittsburgh Glass Center 

 Pittsburgh Glass Center is a nonprofit, public access glass studio and gallery 

dedicated to teaching, creating and promoting glass art. A growing arts organization in the 

region that will celebrate its 10th birthday in 2011, PGC continues to bring new life to 

Pittsburgh's glass art legacy. Learn more about the Pittsburgh Glass Center by visiting our 

Web site at www.pittsburghglasscenter.org  or by calling 412-365-2145. 
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